
Vaal water conservation in agriculture in the spotlight at farmers’ workshop 

SABI (South African Irrigation Institute) and Sasol recently held a Farmers’ Day in Jankempdorp, 

with water use efficiency - and the ways to manage and ensure this within the formal irrigation 

sector - the main focus. 

The effective and efficient use of irrigation water.is a critical imperative in water scarce South Africa, 

emphasise Sasol and SABI.  This knowledge sharing event, included sessions on soil fertility and 

water use interactions by Dr Erik Adriaanse of Sasol Nitro, irrigation system selection, operation and 

maintenance by SABI’s Isobel van der Stoep and irrigation scheduling, methods and practices by 

Bertus van der Westhuizen of Irricheck.   

Globally, 70% of fresh water withdrawn from water supply systems goes to irrigation. “Notably, 

while irrigated agriculture accounts for only 20% of cultivated lands, irrigated agriculture produces 

more than 40% of global food supply. This underlines the importance of the irrigation sector’s role in 

meeting global food production. We feel strongly that events such as the one held recently with 

Sasol serve to reinforce optimal irrigation practises that focus on water conservation, all vital in 

South Africa, if we are to reliably produce adequate and quality food for the nation. It’s however not 

only up to agricultural support Institutions and large private sector players to ensure water is 

conserved, but also up to us all as individuals.” says SABI President Paul van den Berg. 

“This year’s theme for World Water Day concentrates on the need to use water optimally while 

producing food to ensure good nutrition.  This is a message of particular importance in South Africa, 

with our arid climate and stressed water resources. The focus on the Vaal catchment needs to be 

replicated across South Africa,” he comments. 

Senior Manager: Sustainable Water Sasol New Energy , Bob Kleynjan reiterated that water security 

in the Vaal is a critical issue and opportunities to boost water saving and good water management 

practises in the Vaal catchment remain an important area of focus for Sasol given our reliance on the 

system for water.  

“We see both a demand side and conservation focus on water security in the Vaal catchment as an 

imperative, and agriculture, industry and domestic water users all have a role to play.  Water saving 

is a global issue and we certainly welcome opportunities to boost our own and other sectors’ 

knowledge in this arena during the water awareness month of March and throughout the year.  

“We are pleased to have partnered with SABI at this knowledge sharing day, and to be exploring 

opportunities to conserve water with the agricultural sector on a larger scale. We already have 

partnerships with three municipalities in the Vaal River catchment, in which we are working together 

to enhance water savings on projects of mutual interest. We believe in taking a catchment  approach 

to responding to water security risks which includes not only a focus on water use efficiency in our 

own operations but also where we can act collectively beyond our factory fence-line” said Kleynjan. 

Kleynjan says that it was especially useful for Sasol to network with and share knowledge with the 

irrigation sector, farmers and the formal structure of the’ Vaalharts Water User Association. 

Vaalharts Water is one of the largest water user associations in the country  



“It was helpful to hear how we can use water more effectively and productively. The event featured 

practical hints on water savings and proper management, operation and maintenance of systems.”  

SABI member and irrigation specialist Wynand van Tonder said he found the Jankempdorp Farmers’ 

Day informative. “I particularly found the aspects on water and energy (electricity) savings of good 

value, while the information on how fertilisers  interact with water saving excellent. I’ve had a lot of 

calls from farmers wanting more information on topics discussed following the event.” 

Ends 
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